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CONFIDENTIAL USNATO 02893 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MNUC, NATO, NPG 

SUBJECT: NPG: MARITIME NUCLEAR WARFARE STUDY - DATES FOR 
NEXT MEETING 

REF: USNATO 02020 (DTG 271513Z FEB 78) 

AT THE 20 MAR 78 NPG STAFF GROUP MEETING, THE BRITISH 
REPRESENTATIVE (HAWTIN) SAID THAT HIS AUTHORITIES WOULD 
LIKE TO KNOW VERY SOON IF THE PROPOSED 1 1-12 MAY DATES 
FOR THE NEXT MEETING ON MARITIME NUCLEAR WARFARE (REFTEL) 

WOULD BE ACCEPTABLE. THE DANISH REPRESENTATIVE (JENSEN) 

SAID THAT ALTHOUGH HIS AUTHORITIES WOULD GO ALONG WITH 
MAJORITY WISHES, THEY WOULD PREFER THAT THE MEETING BE 
SCHEDULED AFTER 1 JUNE 78, TO AVOID CONFLICT WITH PREPARA- 
TIONS FOR THE DPC MINISTERIAL AND SUMMIT. BRITISH REP 
ACKNOWLEDGED THE TIGHT SCHEDULE IN FITTING THE MEETING 
INTO THE PERIOD OF MINISTERIAL PREPARATIONS, BUT STRESSED 
THAT LONDON WAS INTERESTED IN MAINTAINING MOMENTUM ON THE 
STUDY AND WOULD NOT FAVOR DELAY UNTIL JUNE. NOON (BRUSSELS 
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TIME) THIS FRIDAY, 24 MARCH 1978, WAS ESTABLISHED AS A 
DEADLINE FOR COUNTRIES TO VOICE OBJECTIONS TO THE PROPOSED 
1 1-12 MAY DATES. IF THERE ARE NO OBJECTIONS POSED, IT 
WILL BE ASSUMED THAT THE PROPOSED DATES ARE ACCEPTABLE. 

ACTION REQUESTED: GUIDANCE BY OOB 24 MARCH 1978. 

BENNETT 
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